Introduced by Council Member Gulliford and Co-sponsored by Council
Members Carter & Boyer:
RESOLUTION 2013-449
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING I’M A STAR FOUNDATION STUDENTS FOR THEIR DEDICATED EFFORTS TO ASSIST STUDENTS IN THE DUVAL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS SYSTEM WHO ARE HOMELESS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
America’s and every community’s most precious natural resource are its children; we take every opportunity to nourish, guide, mold and encourage our youth because they represent our future; and

WHEREAS,
though parents, schools, churches, civic organizations and others provide numerous opportunities for young people to channel their potential to achieve and succeed, sadly, a significant segment of our young people are often over-looked, neglected or not thought about at all; and

WHEREAS,
25% of homeless persons in America are children under the age of 18; 50% of homeless teens age 16 or older drop out of high school minimizing their opportunities for college admission, meaningful careers and future economic and social well-being; and
WHEREAS,
more than 1,500 students in the Duval County Public Schools system are homeless; and

WHEREAS,
Jacksonville’s I’M A STAR Foundation is a leadership and service learning bootcamp for students, grades 6-12, who are taught that the ‘essence of leadership is service to mankind;’ and
WHEREAS,
I’M A STAR students recognize that they are STARS: Smart, Talented and Resilient Students; I’M A STAR students’ focus for the 2013-2014 school year is to provide services and resources to homeless students enrolled in Duval County Public Schools; and

WHEREAS,
through a telethon, fundraising events, a 5K Walk/Run and celebrity basketball game, I’M A STAR Foundation students hope to enlist business and civic leaders in a collaborative partnership to bring awareness, support, relief and assistance to the 1,500+ students who fight the stigma and barriers of homelessness; and
WHEREAS,
the mission of I’M A STAR is to empower youth to become solution-oriented leaders in their respective schools and communities; in taking the leadership role in bringing awareness to the plight of the homeless in Duval County Public Schools, I’M A STAR students have demonstrated outstanding leadership and a noble commitment and we honor and commend that initiative; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend I’M A STAR FOUNDATION students for their dedicated efforts to assist the students in the Duval County Public School System who are homeless and extends its best wishes for success in this noble endeavor.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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